
Regulatory Readiness:

How Florida 
Superintendents Can 

Prepare for New 
Environmental Rules



Water Quality Challenges

• NPS pollution occurs as rainfall moves over the surface and 
through the ground picking up natural and man-made pollutants 
and then depositing them into lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal 
waters and ground waters.

• In most states, nonpoint source pollution is the leading cause of 
water-quality problems that adversely affect drinking water 
supplies, recreation, and marine life and wildlife.



Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)

• In 1972 the Clean Water Act (CWA) was passed by the United 
States Congress and signed by President Richard Nixon.

– Section 303(d) of the Act requires States to establish Total Maximum 
Daily Loads (TMDLs) for impaired waters on a prioritized schedule.

– TMDLs establish the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water 
body can assimilate without causing a violation of water quality 
standards.



Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)

• A TMDL is a pollution budget, a scientific calculation of the 
maximum amount of a pollutant that can be present in a body 
of water and still meet water-quality standards. 

– The extent of the pollution, the identity of the pollutants (for 
example, algal, heavy metals, nutrients, pathogens, etc.), and the use 
of the water (for example, health of aquatic life, public recreation, 
drinking, etc.) are taken into consideration as the TMDL is developed.



















Adopted Statewide Basin Management Action 
Plan Documents and Contacts 



















Nutrient BMAPs Spring BMAPs

Implement BMPs All golf courses All golf courses

BMP Certification 
Program

Public Course 
Superintendents
Jan. 14, 2026 – tell FDEP yes/no
Dec. 31, 2026 – must be certified

All Golf Course 
Superintendents
Jan. 14, 2026 – tell FDEP yes/no
Dec. 31, 2026 – must be certified

Nutrient Management 
Plan

All golf courses
Beginning in 2026, must submit 
each year during the BMAP 
statewide annual reporting process 
– TBD.

All golf courses
Beginning in 2026, must submit 
each year during the BMAP 
statewide annual reporting process 
– TBD.



















Let’s divide and conquer!























www.gatorturf.com

www.facebook.com/gatorturf 
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